
Dear friends and loved ones, 

 

It hasn’t even been a week since we’ve touched down in  the Philippines and while thankfully, the transition 

has been fairly smooth, the journey the last few weeks have been  rigorously difficult.  A back to back to back 

shotgun schedule of a youth camp in Hemet, CA, stop over ministry in Fresno, CA, and a family visit in Seat-

tle has left Gina and I scrambling to receive whatever rest we could.  The flight itself (from LAX to Seoul, Ko-

rea to Cebu City) is a blur.  Whether it means we had a smooth flight with little  complications or that we don’t 

remember much because of sleep deprivation, one will never know. 

 

But God’s grace is sufficient for us.  We were met at the airport by our grandfather who had just arrived from 

Manila that same day and our parents.  Our flight arrived at 11:15pm and by the time we had checked through 

immigration and customs we were on our way home at 12:30am early Friday morning.  The streets were empty 

and the lights were bright.  Driving through the city, it was a bit surreal being back home.  (Again, possibly 

influence by being deprived of sleep.) 

 

The last four days have been quite filled as well.  Unpacking our boxes have taken up most of our time, along-

side shopping for the common necessities.  On Saturday, we joined in EL-TS chapel as well as visiting my 

grandmother’s gravesite in the afternoon.  On Sunday we simply tried to recover after a heavy morning of 

church activities.  Just yesterday morning, I accompanied my grandfather and one of the deacons of our church 

to a Bible study at a large industrial paint plant.  It holds over 400 employees and the owners have asked my 

grandfather to hold Bible study for their workers on Mondays-Wednesdays from 8am-9am.  There are 3 plant 

divisions, ranging anywhere from 100-200 employees  at each division.  What makes this so unique is that the 

owners compensate their workers to attend this Bible study for the first hour of work!  Needless to say, the 

owners are Christian and are providing an example of not storing material goods here on earth where moth and 

rust destroy, but are looking toward their eternal reward in heaven.  Their desire to ensure that others will hear 

the Gospel  and the method of doing so is inspirational. 

 

We have not yet fully engaged in our many activities.  Thankfully, we are allowed to ease into this transition, 

especially with Keilah and Jaelyn in tow.  We know that it’s only a matter of time when we’ll have to hit the 

ground running.  I was speaking with a church member on Sunday and reiterated how the Lord has really emp-

tied us out, hoping to be an empty vessel that God will fill and use.  Without any preconceived plans, we are 

truly trusting in God to lead the way and prepare the path.  For once, we have no plan A, B, or C.  We just 

want to be obedient and see where God takes us from there.  This mentality has also spilled into our financial 

responsibilities.  Unforeseen additions have sprouted impacting the budget that Gina and I have set for our 

family.  Early in the morning, whether it’s by the influence of concern or jetlag, Gina and I take the time to 

consider where the provision will come from.  In the end, we lift it to the Lord in prayer holding fast to the 

promise in Jeremiah 29:11 that “He knows the plans for us, plans 

to give us a hope and a future.” 

 

Beloved, it is without a doubt that your love, friendship and sup-

port is part of that plan.  We cannot understate the impact that 

you’ve had in our lives.  Whatever we accomplish by the grace of 

and for the glory of God is intertwined in your hands of faith.  

Thank you for being a part of this ministry. 

 

Yours because of Christ,  

Justin, Gina, Keilah, and Jaelyn 

September 07, 2010 

At the home of Greg and Sue Demonteverde, celebrating Jaelyn’s 1st birthday  



Keilah’s Korner 
 

It’s been a week since we arrived in Cebu. What an adventure for our girls! After our back to back 

trips from Hemet, Fresno, Seattle & Cebu, the girls can finally settle & enjoy their new home..   

 

Keilah, whom we call our daredevil, was able to catch a break from our travels. While sight seeing 

in Seattle, we stopped at the amusement park at the Seattle Center. The middle picture to the right 

shows Keilah riding one of many rides! I love that at this age she is adventurous and enjoys experi-

encing new things! 

 

She’s built quite an appetite here in Cebu. The fact that she’s trying most of home-cooked Filipino 

dishes makes mine and Justin’s job easier in feeding her. She has also grown to enjoy the fresh 

sweet mangos, papayas and fried bananas! We’ll still make a run to the grocery store to pick up 

American snacks but the Filipino snacks seem more to her liking!  

 

Praise God that the girls are over their jet lag & are able to sleep longer. The top picture shows 

Keilah seeing her very own room for the first time. She was so elated to see her purple walls & 

Hello Kitty beddings and curtains. Thanks to her Oma Pep & A’po Dan (Justin’s parents) they 

were kind enough to welcome Keilah with this surprise! She continues to brag that she sleeps in her 

room all by herself! 

 

Monday-Friday Keilah attends ELIM Teknon Elementary School just downstairs from our apart-

ment. She now has new playmates in the Nursery class and is learning her numbers & alphabet! 

This is a great experience to surround her with other children around her age so that she can learn 

to socialize with others and develop her own personality and character traits. 

 

Our baby girl is growing up. I just pray that Justin and I can continue to guide, love and teach her 

of God’s love as she grows to be a little lady. 

 

Jaelyn’s Journey 
 

13 months into this life and our littlest bundle of joy still prefers to crawl rather than walk, sit 

rather than stand, laugh rather than cry, and smile rather than frown.  She’s curious in all the right 

areas and is still quite attached to Gina and I. 

 

Just a year old and she’s already an international traveler like her sister, although she made the trip 

just a bit more difficult than last year.  Jaelyn didn’t take too well to sitting nicely in the airplane 

seats.  At every chance she could, she pushed herself off us and would walk in front of our seats all 

while holding onto us (she’s still yet to take her first steps!)  A 12 hour plane can be fairly arduous 

with a year old baby who just wants to crawl around in the aisles.  If we take this privilege away 

from her, she becomes agitated and yells.  On more than a couple occasions a flight attendant 

would come immediately after hearing Jaelyn cry and try to comfort her.  Sometimes she would 

succeed, other times she wouldn’t.   

 

Thankfully we touched down in Seoul, Korea and, with a 2 hour lay over, was able to stretch our 

legs a bit at the airport.  The flight from Korea to Cebu City yielded a four hour nap for Jaelyn.  

She slept the entire flight!  And after touching down in Cebu and breezing past immigration and 

customs, we were in the car on the way home.  Without child car seats, Jaelyn loved standing and 

looking out the window at the new scenery.  She smiled, laughed, and danced her way all the way 

home. 

 

Around the house, she crawls all throughout the tile flooring, occasionally maneuvering herself in 

the baby walker we purchased for Keilah last year.  She has begun eating the exotic fruits that the 

Philippines has to offer, easing herself into the discovery with bananas, pineapples, and papayas.  

Most of the time she prefers to eat it herself with her hands.  Jaelyn’s independence is growing.  

And we can’t to see how God will mold her. 



Here’s Justin 

As we know, the Lord works in mysterious ways.  The old adage: “If you fail to plan, you  plan to fail,” may not necessarily apply to 

those who step out on a ledge of faith.  For as much as we may try, the Lord may have different plans for us.  Nevertheless, we roll 

with the punches, maintain our flexibility, and strive to love the Lord God with all our heart, soul mind and strength.  Here’s what’s 

going on with me: 

 I’m slowly being eased into preaching/speaking duties with church and the seminary.  I’ve already spoken for chapel this past 

Saturday and will be speaking again on the 25th for another chapel session.  On the 26th, I’ll be preaching in place of my grand-

father during the morning service as he will preach during the EL Foundation Day service 

in the afternoon. 

 I’ve been given my list of courses for 2nd semester.  I’ll be teaching four courses: Philoso-

phy of Christian Education, Guidance, Home, and Ethics, Biblical Backgrounds, and Intro 

to Greek. 

 I’ve finally gotten around to fixing the half of the office that I’ll be sharing with my grand-

father (where my grandmother used to work).  It will take some time to sort through and 

clean out most of my grandmother’s belongings.  Part of me is making it difficult to set 

aside these things.  But we’ve opened enough space in the office for Keilah and Jaelyn to 

run around in when their dad is working. 

 Within the next week or so, I will begin the work on my disser-

tation for my Doctorate of Ministry.  It will either be my series of exegetical sermons on 1 Corinthians 

15, my exhaustive exegetical study on 1 John, or possibly another topic altogether (if so, I’m leaning 

toward a Biblical stance on worship, to be narrowed down).  Lord willing, in the end, I’m sure I’ll be 

spending much time formalizing all three to the point where they can be used for the edification of oth-

ers. 

 I’ve met with the President and Vice-President of EL– Youth Fellowship.  With consent from the 

church council, I may start serving as an advisor of sorts in helping the youth of our church. 

 Lastly, I’ve only recently realized that my green card is expiring while I’m here in the Philippines.  I’ve spoken with the US 

Consulate here in Cebu and they’ve made it known that I have two options.  Travel to Manila to visit the US Embassy and file 

for a Boarding Letter so that I will be allowed to enter the US when I arrive next June 2011 or, if they will not grant me a Board-

ing Letter, I will have to fly back to the US prior to the expiration date of my green card, which is by November 2010.  I cannot 

renew my green card while in the Philippines.  Please pray as we will travel to Manila sometime in the next few weeks to sort 

out this issue.  We made this decision in faith and we trust the Lord.  Whatever may transpire, may the Lord’s will be done. 

   There’s Gina 

Four months have already passed since making the decision to answer the Lord’s calling of moving our 

family to Cebu. We’ve said this over  and over again,  but it really has been a roller coaster ride filled with 

decision making, emotions, travels and lots and lots of  prayer. However, because of God’s sufficient grace 

I was and am still able to get through  it. Praise God that I was able to take a couple weeks here in Cebu to 

catch up on rest & enjoy quality family time.  

 

I am now 23 weeks into my 3rd pregnancy with our 3rd girl!! How great is our God! So far, all my ap-

pointments and lab tests have been normal. Because I’ve been pregnant for 3 years straight, all my hor-

mones just carried over year after year. I have my days where I am full of life and energy wanting to clean 

& get work done, but other days all I want to do is lay in bed and indulge in a pint of ice cream and an 

American burger. If there’s anything I miss in the States (aside from family & friends), it’s being able to 

enjoy junk food! This is my craving 3rd time around! Please pray as I search for an OB doctor and hospital 

to give birth.  

 

 

Right now, it’s just a time of relaxing and taking one day at a time because soon enough responsibilities will be given to me to help 

with the ministry here so I’ll need as much rest as I can get.  Currently, I am working on revising and editing my testimony. I hope to 

share this with the people here so that they may hear how I came to know the Lord and how He has and continues to work in my life. 

 

Thank you and thank you again for allowing us to share with you our family’s journey in Cebu. Please 

know that you are in our prayers and are thinking of you always. Until we meet again, may the Lord bless 

and keep you.  

 

 

 

    

Visiting my grandmother’s grave 

At Qwest Field in Seattle, WA Go Seahawks! 

Just joking around in downtown Seattle 

At her first job, FX McRory’s 



Would you like to be part of the Lacanilao ministry? 
 

We welcome and are blessed by your contribution to the Lord’s ministry.  For your convenience, please include this insert with 
your donation. 
  
_____    Yes, I/we would like to join Justin & Gina’s Prayer Team. 
_____    I/we would like to send an on-going financial support of $____________ toward: 
 Circle one:  Monthly  Annually 
 

·         1) Lacanilao general support 
·         2) Lacanilao travel expenses 

·         3) Events For Christ 
·         4) EL Church Elevator Project (Seeking God’s provision of: $30,000) 
 

___    I/we want to send  a one time gift  of $_________.  
 

(Seeking God’s provision for monthly amount of:  $1250.00) 
___    I/we would appreciate your prayers for me/us concerning 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

For financial donations: 
Tax deductible checks can be made out to 

 

EL International  w/ memo: Justin and Gina Support 
and mailed to PO Box 70497, Pasadena, CA 91117 
 

Thank you and God bless you! 


