
Greetings in the precious name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ! 

 

A month into our transition and it has been every bit as eventful!  Things are beginning to pick up and respon-

sibilities becoming filled.  Gina and I are just thankful that we are finally here in the Philippines getting our-

selves situated into this new life that God has placed before us.  It can be quite difficult that, even though Eng-

lish is widely spoken here, there is still a language barrier that we must overcome.  We are working hard at it 

and hopefully with enough time, we can begin conversing in their native tongue of Cebuano. 

 

The Lord has really tested our mettle since we’ve arrived.  The slow, yet necessary transition and implementa-

tion of Gina and I into the roles that have been created for us is an arduous task; one that is preceded by the 

need of patience on our parts.  Sometimes we just want to hit the ground running but we just can’t.  We’re 

heeding the words of many of you who have told us to remain patient, be flexible, and not to rush anything.  

Being such a young family, these are many things that we have to learn, but we are thankful for the opportu-

nity to learn it now. 

 

Two weeks ago, I was physically tested when I came down with a severe bout of the flu.  It lasted for more 

than a week.  I recall breathing in some dust from my desk on Monday and it irritated my nose.  Later on that 

day, it spread toward my throat.  I simply thought it was some sort of allergy.  But later on that evening I be-

gan developing a sore throat and by the next morning, the virus had fully attacked my system.  That same Sun-

day, I was penciled in to preach for Sunday morning worship service followed by worship leader for the 35th 

EL Foundation Day service in the afternoon.  It is only by the grace of God that I had the strength to endure 

alongside the answer to prayer that Gina, Keilah, nor Jaelyn became sick.  My parents, on the other hand, be-

came ill shortly after I did.  Thankfully, we’re all fully recovered and just in time. 

 

Over the final few months of 2010, we will have many things to look forward to.  On October 17th, we will 

hold a baptismal service for members of the Treasure Island Bible study in Mandaue, Cebu City, who came to 

know the Lord.  On November 1, I will be accompanying the EL Youth as they distribute tracts at the ceme-

tery during the Philippines National Holiday of All Saints Day.  On November 6th, second semester will be-

gin, where I will begin teaching my revised schedule of 3 classes: Philosophical Foundations of Christian Edu-

cation, Guidance: Home and Family, and Biblical Backgrounds.  I will also take a refresher course on Exegeti-

cal Preaching.  Spilling over into 2011, the first Sunday in January, we will re-establish our Vesper Service.  I 

will take part in a rotation of pastors who will fulfill the preaching duties.  In April 2011, we will plant a 

church in Mandaue for all the members of the Treasure Island Bible Study and that same month, we will hold a 

theological seminar in Ormoc City, Leyte for all the pastors in the area.  We are so thankful to be a part of this 

journey.  Sprinkled in between all these dates will be many different activities.  The Lord is moving and we’re 

grateful for the chance to go along for the ride! 

 

Our friends.  When we consider what we need to maintain our 

ministry and what we are lacking financially and the discourage-

ment settles in, we think about your love and encouragement to 

us, not only for the past few months, but for all the years we’ve 

known you.  We are so thankful for partners in the ministry like 

yourselves.  You give us joy and peace.  We can humbly say that 

you are truly God’s gift to us.  Thank you for everything. 

 

Yours in His service,  

Justin, Gina, Keilah, and Jaelyn 

October 2, 2010 

Our last night in California, leaving for Cebu the following morning 



Keilah’s Korner 
 

If there’s anything that has helped Gina and I come to any sort of normalcy here in the Philippines 

after a rough summer, it is  the blessing of our daughters.  During down times, it is a great feeling 

to unwind with a good book and a good family.  The picture on your right shows Keilah and Dad 

laying on the bed, both reading our own books.  Keilah is on the verge of reading as she is able to 

recognize certain books, pages, and our word association with specific books helps speed up this 

process. 

 

Every night after dinner and before she gets her nighttime bath we will all go into our room and 

Keilah will call out, “Dadda, it’s family time!”  It’s our time as a family to sit, play, and relax with 

the girls before they go to sleep.  Keilah will sit and build with her blocks, fashioning out shapes 

and showing it to us, describing it: “Look Dadda!  A couch!” or “Mama, a house!”  She’s become 

quite the builder and very creative with her blocks.  She gets quite overprotective of it though from 

Jaelyn who likes to watch the demolition of her creations at the personal hands of her baby sister. 

 

During the first few weeks we were here, as Keilah attended Kindergarten and Children’s Church 

during our worship service, she’s developed, shall we say, an admirer?  A little boy named Zach 

has grown fond of Keilah and would direct his undivided attention to her.  This is what becomes of 

a beautiful little blessing from God, not to mention a mother who loves to dress her up and an 

auntie who introduced her to the world of make-up and lip gloss.  I didn’t realize I had to become 

that “father” so soon.  I thought I still had another 12 or so years left until I had to deal with this 

issue!   

 

Nevertheless, she is still my little “Keilah-girl.”  Though she may have begun to do many things on 

her own, we still read her a bed-time story and sing her a song to sleep.  She may be able to count 

to 15 but we are unable to the count the many blessings she’s been to us.  We’ve been reminded on 

countless occasions to enjoy these moments.  Keilah, in all her wild, crazy, innocent, and genuine 

ways, makes it impossible not to forget. 

Jaelyn’s Journey 
 

I am proud and excited to announce that at 14 months Jaelyn is FINALLY walking! Woohoo! 

We’ve been waiting patiently for this moment knowing it would happen on her own timetable. 

She’s now free to roam around the apartment and, of course, finds her way through all the places 

she shouldn’t be in or around. She is quite the talker too! She is quick to answer and is learning 

how to pronounce many words. 

 

In her “spare” time, Jaelyn loves to follow Keilah around and imitate everything her big sister does. 

It’s very sweet to see them interact while playing together especially when   they both bob their 

heads to the sound of music. And even though they have moments where they’d much rather play 

alone, Jaelyn always makes time for sharing hugs and kisses with her big sister. 

 

Jaelyn loves to smile and entertain herself in front of the mirror. Maybe she’s fascinated with how 

her hair is getting long and is now able to wear clips! Hahaha! Whatever the case, she is growing 

and maturing into her own person and character. We are cherishing every moment of her develop-

ment because we know it won’t be long until she starts attending school with Keilah! 

 

The Lord has blessed us with girls for a reason. And we can’t be anything less than thankful to 

have them in our lives. Thank you, Lord, for these precious gifts in the form of our baby girls. 

 

. 

 

 

 

  



Here’s Justin 

There have been many times that I wish I could just pick up and begin working feverishly toward many different projects that I’ve 

planned to do before I actually arrived.  But each and every time God sends me a reminder of keeping the eternal time frame in mind 

and keep perspective of this ministry.  I have to be reminded that this is not a shotgun ministry where I will only take part for a year 

or two, but rather Lord willing, a life time devoted to the ministry. 

 Please pray for the learning of a new language.  Currently, everyday, I learn a new conversational phrase of Cebuano as well as 

refreshing myself on Hebrew vocabulary.  It’s trying to learn 2 languages at the same time and a friend of mine so kindly gave 

me a CD of Rosetta Stone software for Tagalog. 

 I’ve been installed as an advisor to Ross Anthony Arco and his brother Carlo who are the 

president and vice president of the EL Youth Fellowship.  On the 24th of October, I will be 

giving a presentation to the youth on how to give their testimony in preparation for our tract 

distribution at Cebu Cemetery Park on November 1st.  Please pray that the Lord will use 

the youth here for the furtherance of His Gospel. 

 Tentatively next semester, I will begin as the school chaplain for ELIM Teknon School.  

We will be holding chapel once a week, introducing them to the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  

We are upholding the Lord’s command, in Luke 18:16.  Please pray for the Gospel to be 

presented to the children but also to penetrate through the hearts of 

their parents. 

 I thank you in advance for your prayers in regards to the project of the construction of a playground 

area on the roof of the facility.  It will be for the ELIM Teknon school as well as the use for Keilah and 

Jaelyn during off hours.  I am working on constructing it from scratch, having our construction workers 

build what they can and subsidizing the rest with fully-packaged sets.  I am currently putting together a 

construction plan which will then, Lord willing, be approved and from there on we can begin.  Please 

pray that we can raise the necessary funds ($2000) to complete the project as there is no formal play-

ground area as of yet.   

 Please continue to pray for the 3rd installment of our Discipleship program.  In additional to Christian Character and Love, this 

manual, I am currently working on, discusses the Fruit of the Spirit. 

 As far as extracurricular activities are concerned, I have begun to be more active in the Events for Christ ministry, remotely up-

dating the site and including events here in the Philippines.  I’ve also restarted my theological journalism for the site In Deed In 

Truth.  Lastly, I’ve created a website that updates our progress and developments here in Cebu, detailing our journey with up-to-

date events, pictures and videos.  It’s my hope that we don’t become disconnected from our friends and family, but that we share 

with you every aspect of the ministry, knowing that you partner with us in this.  Please pray for these ministries that they do not 

bring attention or glory to any one else but to God. 

 Please continue to pray for wisdom regarding my green card that expires this November.  We are leaning to letting it expire and 

applying for a Boarding Letter in Manila next year.  The Boarding Letter will allow me to enter the US when we return next 

year. and while I am there I can renew my green card. 

  There’s Gina 

A lot can happen in a month and half. We’ve settled in and are still adjusting to the hot and humid weather. 

I have no complaints aside from bearing the heat. I am two and a half months from my expected delivery 

date. Anxiety, back pain and Braxton Hicks Contractions are the extent of my physical disability. Ha-

haha… I laugh because pregnant women here are considered disabled according to some of the visual signs 

I’ve seen  posted in the shopping malls. 

 

On a more productive note, I began re-typing Justin’s late grandmother’s (Dr. Marge Isidro) Christian Edu-

cation material. I am currently working on the study of Ministry to Children – Personality Development of 

Children. It’s nice to have time devoted solely on work and experiencing little victories through my accom-

plishment of finishing the task. 

 

We currently have help with the girls. However, she is in school part-

time which leaves the other half of the time in mine and Justin’s hands. Of course, we don’t mind 

at all because that gives us quality family time. Starting next month we’ll need an extra pair of 

hands to help with the girls especially since Justin will be teaching and taking classes. Come 

January, we’ll have a newborn which means more help is necessary. But we know the Lord will 

provide us with the right person in helping us care for the girls. 

 

As you can see, the Lord has been faithful in providing us with the means as well as good health 

to make our life here in Cebu as comfortable as possible.  We thank you over and over again for 

your love and support for our growing family. May the Lord bless you richly as you faithfully serve Him. 

 

 

Emcee for 35th EL Foundation Day on 09/26/2010 

With the men from EL Forest Hills 

g around in downtown 

In Seattle, with one of her best friends, Jessica Ball 

With Keilah during the Baptismal service 



Would you like to be part of the Lacanilao ministry? 
 

We welcome and are blessed by your contribution to the Lord’s ministry.  For your convenience, please include this insert with 
your donation. 
  
_____    Yes, I/we would like to join Justin & Gina’s Prayer Team. 
_____    I/we would like to send an on-going financial support of $____________ toward: 
 Circle one:  Monthly  Annually 
 

·         1) Lacanilao general support 
·         2) Upcoming hospital expenses for Gina  
·         3) Playground Project (Seeking God’s provision of $2000) 
·         4) EL Church Elevator Project (Seeking God’s provision of: $30,000) 
 

___    I/we want to send  a one time gift  of $_________.  
 

(Seeking God’s provision for monthly amount of:  $1250.00) 
___    I/we would appreciate your prayers for me/us concerning 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

For financial donations: 
Tax deductible checks can be made out to 

 

EL International  w/ memo: Justin and Gina Support 
and mailed to PO Box 70497, Pasadena, CA 91117 
 

Thank you and God bless you! 

Baby #3 update! 
As most of you know, according to my last ultrasound done in the States, we are having another girl. Our 3rd Lacanilao girl! Hahaha. 

It’s great! Honestly, we’re not sure that we’re done having children. I, myself, would love to have a boy and of course Justin couldn’t 

agree more. We’ll see if our minds change after having 3 children back-to-back at 16 months in between each. 

But Baby #3 is doing well. She enjoys tumbling, rolling and twisting around in her confined space. She is very active which makes it 

difficult to rest. But nonetheless, she seems to be eating and developing well. She knows the voices of her sisters very well (because 

Keilah and Jaelyn always want to kiss & say “Hi” to their little sister). We can’t wait for this baby to come into this world! Another 

good  and perfect gift given to us!  

Please take the time to visit the website of 

our respective ministries and updates: 

 

Lacanilaoministry.wordpress.com 

 

Eventsforchrist.wordpress.com 

 

Indeedintruth.wordpress.com 



A Thousand Words  

Clockwise: 

1) Keilah being proud of her accom-

plishment of building with her 

blocks  

2) Children and teenagers gathering 

around the ice cream during our 35th 

EL Foundation Day celebration fel-

lowship dinner. 

3) Keilah getting ready to go to-

school (Mom loves dressing her up) 

4) Participants in the Baptismal Ser-

vice signing their affirmation of 

faith. 

5) Just a typical Wednesday night 

with Jaelyn joking around with a 

doily on her head. 

6) Jaelyn walking around during the 

Baptismal service. 

7) Lalaine Enriquez after being bap-

tized. 


