
We greet you in the mighty name of Jesus Christ, our Redeemer and Savior! 

 

A lot has transpired over the last month.  Yes, we are definitely getting busier and more tasks and responsibili-

ties have been thrown our way.  But Gina and I are slowly understanding the life of faith that is necessary to 

maintain a livelihood of ministry here in the Philippines.  We’ve come across many road blocks, pot holes of 

difficulties, and barriers to serving our Lord.  Every night, Gina and I have to constantly encourage one an-

other to continue forth in the ministry.  Sometimes I’m weak.  Sometimes it is her that feels the burden.  Not a 

day goes by that we are not presented with the memory of our decision.  It is still very vivid and the emotional 

creature inside of us considers if the decision we made is right. 

 

We are in a very unfamiliar situation.  Common rationale would normally prevail, leading Gina and I to pursue 

secular jobs to support our family financially.  But can we really do that?  It is God’s leading for us to teach 

and preach the Gospel, sharing it and witnessing to others of the love of God in Christ Jesus.  If we were to 

work a full time position to supplement the financial support we currently receive, at the expense of the minis-

try, then haven’t we put ourselves in the exact same situation that we, in faith, left behind?  We made a com-

mitment to devote our entire lives to the Lord and we still intend to do that. 

 

But our family comes first.  We will trust the Lord to provide so that we can continue to faithfully serve Him 

here in Cebu.  On a monthly basis, we are in need of $1500 to sustain our situation of serving the Lord here in 

the Philippines.  This is the original request of 100 people giving $15 a month.  We understand that there are 

those who are having financial difficulties, who have shared in this ministry with us, but for the sake of their 

own difficult circumstances, are not able to contribute as they would have liked.  But we reach out to you, in 

arms of faith, that as the Lord blesses you, please remember us here, hoping to serve the Lord as faithfully as 

He will allow us.  The Lord owns the cattle on a thousand hills.  There is no doubt that He will continue to 

bless us for our individual faithfulness. 

 

Lastly, we humbly ask you for your prayers for Gina and the arrival of our third child.  We hold firmly to the 

belief that God gave us this child to encourage us to lean on Him during the time of making our decision until 

present day.  To be quite frank, if we were not expecting another child, this situation would be much, much 

easier.  But God is sovereign and we praise Him for the blessings He has given us. 

 

Gina and I are anxiously anticipating the birth of our child.  We do not know the medical procedures, we 

hardly know our doctor, and we are not as self-sufficient here, with the freedom to simply drive to the hospital 

when she is in labor.  We do not have insurance and will have to pay up front for all the medical expenses.  (It 

will cost approximately P40,000.  Or around $1000, another situation where 

we are trusting in the Lord to provide.)  Our human tendency is to worry and 

to stress.  At times, Gina and I cannot help but feel that way.  But we do our best to 

give it to the Lord in prayer. 

 

Our brethren, our exhorters, our comforters, our friends.  We appeal to you for 

constant encouragement and prayer.  But we hope that we can also encourage you 

in like kind: that our family will faithfully serve Him in ANY situation, declaring 

with full confidence that “I know whom I have believed and am persuaded that He 

is able to keep what I’ve committed to Him until that Day.”  We thank you for all 

that ways you have persuaded us to continue serving Him faithfully. 

 

Yours in His service,  

Justin, Gina, Keilah, and Jaelyn 

November 11, 2010 

Lacanilao family  getting ready for Christmas season 



Keilah’s Korner 
 

The start of 2nd semester resumed a couple weeks ago and of course Keilah was super ex-

cited to be back in the classroom setting! She continues to practice reciting her ABC’s and num-

bers. She is also a very creative girl when it comes to art projects and I can’t wait to showcase her 

work in Justin’s office! 

Keilah continues to surprise us each day with something new she has learned. She is very 

talkative, but it’s nice and fun to be able to engage in conversation with her about her day. She 

loves having tea parties with Justin and I and enjoys going “pretend” grocery shopping with Jaelyn. 

Keilah is also very helpful when it comes to domestic responsibilities.  She likes to help 

set the dinner table, fold laundry & clean her room (she got it from me). Almost everyday she is 

asking if her baby sister is going to “come out soon” so I think she will be a big help once her sister 

is born. 

Everyday is always an exciting day to watch our girls grow. It’s never a dull moment with 

them around and I love it! It is our prayer that Justin and I can raise these girls with the same exam-

ple of love and grace the Lord continues to show to us. 

 

Keilah’s Favorite songs: 

I Worship You 

God Made the Mountains (with hand motions) 

Three Fold Amen (sung at the end of church service) 

Bring Your Offering (she learned in Children’s Church) 

 

                Keilah’s Favorite Filipino foods: 

   “Adodo” (Adobo) 

   Dried fish & squid 

   Kuya Em’s Crunchy Fried Chicken 

 

 

Jaelyn’s Journey 
 

Ahh, my baby girl Jaelyn.  She is truly, one of God’s greatest gifts to me during these most difficult 

times.  Please mind the cliché, but she truly does bring a smile to my face every time I see her.  It’ll 

only be a few more weeks, and she’s no longer the baby.  It can be quite sad, but the love that we 

have for her will never fail. 

 

Now that she is walking, she is most definitely getting herself into trouble.  She loves to touch and 

pull on things, especially the water dispenser, bag of trash, and the Christmas tree that we’ve had 

up since October!  Nearly every night, Keilah will run around the house with Jaelyn following be-

hind her, chasing her big sister everywhere she goes.  It can get quite loud, but it’s fun seeing them 

enjoy one another. 

 

Now that she is able to walk, and nearly run around, we’ve discovered that she is quite daring, 

which, consequently, makes her somewhat accident prone.  Every once in a while, we’ll notice a 

scratch, or a mark on Jaelyn and wonder how it came about.  We’ll never know because Jaelyn 

doesn’t seem to be phased by it.  Every now and then, she will endure some childhood accidents in 

our presence.  We simply ask her where it hurts and she’ll motion to where she hit herself.  We’ll 

give it a kiss and off she goes, playing as recklessly as her little mind will allow her. 

 

Deep down Jaelyn is independent, very comfortable playing by herself, oftentimes preferring to be 

by herself.  She gets frustrated when, analytically, she can’t understand why the square block won’t 

fit in the round hole, but it’s fun watching her try. 

 

We’ve accomplished the arduous task of weaning her off the breast and are now able to put her to 

sleep by simply carrying or lying on the bed with her.  These are simple blessings that we took for 

granted with Keilah, but ones that Jaelyn has vehemently reminded us over the course of the last 15 

months.  But to be honest with you, with Jaelyn, I wish I could have these 15 months back again. 

Keilah’s Favorite Books: 

Library of Nursery Rhymes 

Goldilocks and the Three Bears 

Dr. Seuss Cat in the Hat 

Bella Butterfly  



Here’s Justin 

Humility is definitely one of the main lessons I’ve been learning since we’ve decided to move to the Philippines.  I just hope that I 

grow and change toward a person who is emulating Christ, with a self-sacrificial love for my family and for others.  Though my re-

sponsibilities are starting to pile up, I’m really working hard at heeding the words of those close to me, giving me advice before we 

left.  I’m definitely learning a lot about the ministry, but I’m learning more on the type of husband and father I need to become.  In-

terestingly enough, my growth and development in that area of life has taken precedence over much 

of everything else. 

 The second semester has started and we’re finished with the 1st two weeks of class.  I’ve got 

three courses to teach.  Sitting behind the teacher’s desk and engaging the seminary students in 

conversation is a place I am very comfortable.  I covet the opportunity to learn and bouncing 

ideas and thoughts off of one another as well as answering a myriad of their questions (or need-

ing to find the answer for that matter) is helping me further my education in all areas of ministry. 

 Being installed as the advisor to EL Youth Fellowship has been one of the greatest blessings.  I 

get to interact with the future leaders of our church.  Helping to guide and direct them while 

teaching them sound Biblical principles is a gratifying challenge.  During our first month here, at 

least 4 members of the youth made a written commitment/recommitment of their life to the Lord.   

Please pray for Ross and Carlo Arco as they lead this youth. 

 There is a potential for expansion in Merida, Leyte.  A land of 

3000 sq. meters has been discussed to be donated to EL International 

Church.  Conditionally, we may have to provide some start up capital 

to begin.  The owner of the land is stipulating that the land is donated contingent upon the establish-

ment of a church, seminary, and school within 5 years.  By January of 2011, we will know whether or 

not we will proceed with this venture.  We covet your prayers for this endeavor. 

 Speaking about January 2011, our vesper service will resume.  I will be part of a rotation of pas-

tors who preach once a month.  I will be preaching on my series of exegetical messages from 1 John.  

Please pray that the vesper service will continue to be used to win many souls to Christ and nurture them to Christ-like maturity. 

 Please pray for our church in Canjulao.  The senior pastor has stepped down and accepted a government position.  He will no 

longer be serving under EL beginning Nov. 25.  Please pray for the placement of a pastor for the loyal congregation in Mactan.  

Per the EL International Church Inc. board meeting, I will begin a new position as a liaison between our home church of EL 

Forest Hills and the multiple daughter churches we have in the Philippines.  I will visit and spend time in fellowship and prayer 

with our other pastors in Mactan, Talisay, Valenzuela, and eventually, Mandaue, and Leyte. 

 We are doing our best and giving all our efforts to winning others to the Lord.  Next April, we will be planting a church in Man-

duae city, holding a theological seminar in Ormoc city, holding VBS, and potentially expanding to Merida, Leyte Lord willing. 

Thank you for your petitions to the Lord on our behalf.  There are many things here on this side of the world that, through your ef-

forts and support, are being accomplished.  Half a page is not enough to share with you all the work that needs to be done.  Neverthe-

less, we thank you for your ongoing support for the ministry.  You have played an integral part in every soul won to the Lord. 

      There’s Gina 

My focus and attention has shifted to my pregnancy. At 33 weeks, it is getting more and 

more uncomfortable. Justin and I were able to visit Chong Hua Hospital where I will be deliver-

ing. The facility seems nice and clean and was surprisingly equipped with technology seen in the 

States. 

I am in the “nesting” phase of my pregnancy and am currently cleaning and preparing 

for the big arrival of our littlest one.  If it’s one thing I enjoy, it’s cleaning. I absolutely love 

cleaning and organizing! It’s crazy, I know. Even with a husband and 2 kids, I still enjoy house-

hold chores, and being a stay-at-home mom for 2 years has made me appreciate my role as a 

“home-maker.” 

I am still working on re-typing various lessons for Justin’s classes as well as revising 

my personal testimony. I also started journaling which helps with ex-

pressing my thoughts and experiences as we journey 

through this new chapter in our lives. It’s not easy being 

a pastor’s wife. But I love the challenges presented to me each day. It helps in my growth 

and development as a person as I strive to be a woman of God. 

This is my calling. To be the help-meet Justin needs & to be the wife who supports her hus-

band in all his endeavors and decisions. To be the mother who cares & loves her children 

unconditionally and to help raise them as they grow in the knowledge of the Lord and to 

love Him as He first loved us. 

I love my life and I love my family. God has been good to us. He has remained faithful. He 

continues to show Himself to us every day and we give Him all the glory and praise. 

 

 

Mom and Dad with the soon to be middle child 

In Seattle, with one of her best friends, Jessica Ball 

With the Abenojar family in Seattle, WA 

Like father like daughter 

With Keilah after eating dinner at a nearby restaurant. 



A Thousand Words  

Clockwise: 

1) Some EL YF Youth playing a 

game.  

2) Children praying after their 

choir practice. 

3) A member of EL Forest Hills 

faithfully handing out gospel 

tracts. 

4) Keilah showing off her um-

brella (w/o any rain mind you) 

5) Visiting my grandmother’s 

grave (Jaelyn doing her best to 

maintain a mood of melancholy) 

6) Members of EL Forest Hills 

after their fellowship breakfast, 

following their distribution of 

tracts. 

7) Children’s Choir practicing 

for their presentation this month. 

8) Some youth of EL-YF enjoy-

ing games being played. 

9) Keilah with her Ate Mai 

(“Ate” is a Filipino term of en-

dearment for someone older than 

you) 



Would you like to be part of the Lacanilao ministry? 
 

We welcome and are blessed by your contribution to the Lord’s ministry.  For your convenience, please include this insert with 
your donation. 
  
_____    Yes, I/we would like to join Justin & Gina’s Prayer Team. 
_____    I/we would like to send an on-going financial support of $____________ toward: 
 Circle one:  Monthly  Annually 
 

·         1) Lacanilao general support 
·         2) Upcoming hospital expenses for Gina (Seeking God’s provision of $1000) 
·         3) Playground Project (Seeking God’s provision of $2000) 
·         4) EL Church Elevator Project (Seeking God’s provision of: $30,000) 
 

___    I/we want to send  a one time gift  of $_________.  
 

(Seeking God’s provision for additional monthly amount of:  $1250.00) 
___    I/we would appreciate your prayers for me/us concerning 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

For financial donations: 
Tax deductible checks can be made out to 

 

EL International  w/ memo: Justin and Gina Support 
and mailed to PO Box 70497, Pasadena, CA 91117 
 

Thank you and God bless you! 

Baby #3 update! 

 
Baby #3 will be arriving shortly! 33 weeks in and 7 more to go as she continues to grow and develop as each day passes. 

She is running out of room which means I am running out of breath! I had an ultra sound appointment last week and 

baby is growing and developing normally. We have a few names picked out but we’re still undecided. Keilah wants to 

name her “baby sister” and Jaelyn prefers “baby.” I, on the other hand, am overwhelmed with girl names, that I can settle 

for “Baby Girl Lacanilao.” Justin has names of his own, but that was quickly vetoed! Fun times… stay tuned… 

Please take the time to visit the website of 

our respective ministries and updates: 

 

Lacanilaoministry.wordpress.com 

 

Eventsforchrist.wordpress.com 

 

Indeedintruth.wordpress.com 


