
Dear Beloveds, 

 

I’m writing this letter to you while Keilah is sitting on my lap watching her television show.  We just finished 

dropping off groceries to our neighbors from our Groceries for Families ministry that our church in Pasadena 

started.  We spent a good amount of time talking with them.  We have many things in common: they are also a 

young family (celebrating their 4th wedding anniversary next month) and have 4 daughters.  They are attend-

ing a church here in Glendora and we were greatly encouraged by our late night conversation. 

 

Encouragement is definitely something that Gina and I cannot receive enough of.  Over this past month, there 

have been many moments of sadness.  It’s not so much about having to leave, but more so having to leave the 

home that our girls have known.  It’s been very difficult seeing our daughter’s possessions going away.  Gina 

has broken down crying a couple times: first when we had to downsize the amount of toys that the girls could 

play with and, second when she walked into our room seeing how bare it was.  I’ve been overwhelmed with 

that same sense of sadness on more than one occasion too: first when we were taking apart our daughter’s crib 

to give to our dear friends who are going to be starting their own family later on this year, and second, when 

we sold Keilah’s bed to our neighbor.  We are giving away our daughter’s possessions and they don’t under-

stand why.  As a parent, all we want to do is give them what they need, to keep them joyful and happy.  It 

makes us sad that we can’t give them the material belongings that they’ve become accustomed to. 

 

Personally, this decision has been very difficult for me.  The calling to go to Cebu and serve in the ministry 

was not Gina’s and it was never Keilah’s and Jaelyn’s.  From the age of 13, I made a vow to the Lord to serve 

and I can’t help but feel badly that the most important people in my life have to give up everything they know 

to go to another country.  I understand that this is for the Lord and that as long as we’re together, we will have 

everything that we need, but as a person, I can’t help but feel the weight of their sacrifice for this decision.  I 

love each of them with every fiber of my being and it hurts that I’m taking them away from their home, their 

friends, and their family.  I just want to be the father and husband that Keilah, Jaelyn, and Gina need me to be.  

Inevitably God may have called all of us, but it’s still very difficult. 

 

We only have 4 more days left in the only home that the four of us have ever known.  On the 15th of July, we 

will no longer have a place to call home.  We have only half the needed amount for our airfare and after speak-

ing to a travel agent, there are no available flights until September.  We will be without a home for at least two 

months.  We are thankful for family members and friends who have opened the doors of their home for us to 

stay with them.  They are answers to prayers and serve as genuine evidence that God is truly looking out for 

our family. 

 

Instead of focusing on what we are losing, we are doing our best to focus on what we can look forward to.  It’s 

still difficult because we still don’t know how our traveling expenses will be paid for or where the monthly 

financial support will come from, but we are trusting the Lord.  He has 

shown us at the most opportune moments that He has not forgotten 

about us.  Through many of your prayers we are uplifted with peace 

and strength.  Our faith is severely being tested.  We thank you for be-

ing the pillars of strength that our family so desperately needs.  We are 

truly blessed to have loved ones such as yourself in our lives. 

 

Humbly yours in Christ, 

Justin, Gina, Keilah, and Jaelyn 

July 2010 



Keilah Update 
 

A month doesn't seem like a long lime for a child to change in personalities, skills and other devel-

opments. But since last month's update of our family, our girls have undergone some major 

changes and have reached little, but precious milestones!  

 

 Keilah has started her own sense of fashion. She enjoys the mixing and matching of clothing and is 

particular about which shoes to wear. She loves twirling in front of the mirror to see the outcome of 

her inspired outfit. She has become our little Miss Fashionista!  

 

However, Keilah has developed a very shy personality. Even if it's her aunties and uncles that she 

sees every week, she tends to shy away as if meeting them for the first time. I guess that comes 

with age and is familiarizing herself with people and different environments. But whatever the case 

may be, we're sure it's a phase that will fade in time. 

 

Praise God that Keilah is taking the initiative to use her potty without having to force her. She's 

skipped "# 1" and went straight to doing "# 2!" She was so ecstatic and proud of herself the first 

time so we had a mini celebration to mark this milestone!  

 

One of the things Justin and I have established is to have dinner together as a family without any 

distractions. It allows us time to unwind with our girls and really appreciate our time together as a 

family. Keilah is also very adamant about praying before we partake of our food! She'll be the first 

one to grab hold of your hands and ask you to pray!  We're thrilled to have embedded in her the 

importance of being thankful for the things that the Lord has graciously provided for us.  

 

It has been a sad few weeks of packing, but the Lord has given us our girls to motivate, inspire, 

encourage and break free of the overwhelming stress Justin and I have encountered. Our girls give 

us the sense of peace and joy to make this move all the more worth while. And for that, we are 

thankful. 

Jaelyn Update 

 
Jaelyn is the joy to Keilah’s sunshine.  It’s hard not to have one when the other is present.  The 

sister-sister dynamic is amusing to say the least.  At first glance, it may look as if Keilah is more 

authoritative and demanding but in actuality, it’s Jaelyn that plays the part of the bully.  Sometimes 

I wonder if she’s perfected the art of making Keilah the scapegoat knowing that her older sister will 

get in trouble if she makes her little sister cry.  She’s beginning to understand that certain actions 

will elicit a response from us.  She’s displaying great emotion and will mimic Gina and I to no end, 

especially when it comes to throwing her hands up when she doesn’t get her own way.  :) 

 

She’s still crawling and has now progressed to pulling herself up.  Unfortunately, she’s still so 

comfortable in this mode that she’s refused to move forward to standing on her own.  She’s not 

even close to taking her first step and she’ll be turning 1 next month!  But to each their own and 

we’re enjoying every moment of Jaelyn’s infancy.  It’ll end before we know it. 

 

It’s still quite difficult to leave her off with other friends and families even though they’re clamor-

ing to hold her.  She’s still very attached to Gina and if she can’t find her, she’ll just settle for her 

dad, (which I don’t mind at all.)  Although there was one night when my uncle Mike and auntie 

Lucy came by to visit and both girls were completely enamored with their “Lola” Lucy.  We were 

so happy to see Jaelyn feeding Kix cereal to her “Lola.”  Even though it may be difficult at times 

that Jaelyn is so attached to us, we know there will come a time when she won’t want to be with 

her parents anymore.  This serves as a reminder to enjoy these moments even when Jaelyn is crying 

uncontrollably. 

 

At the end of the day, we look forward to putting her to sleep at night, but can’t wait for her to 

wake up again.  It’s those moments that the blessings of God are truly revealed. 


