
To Our Fellow Kingdom Workers, 

 

It’s been nearly a month since we’ve moved out of our home.  And I’d like to tell you how dramatic and bur-

densome it’s been, but I honestly cannot.  God has been so good and faithful to us that it’s hard for us to dwell 

on anything negative, even for a moment.  The last 30 days have been spent praying and being prayed for, fel-

lowshipping with friends and loved ones, being reminded of God’s never failing, unsurpassed love and grace.  

He truly is amazing and this journey has helped our family draw ever more closer to Him. 

 

At the same time, our family hasn’t tried to be complacent, waiting for our departure date.  We found this as a 

great opportunity to devote the time we have to serve the Lord in whatever way we could.  As we wait upon 

September 1st, our schedule over the next two weeks will be filled.  After serving at Pilipino Christian 

Church’s youth camp in Hemet, CA, we are headed toward Fresno, CA this coming week to minister to the 

brethren at Valley Springs Fil-Am Community Church.  We will spend most of the week there, only to return 

to Pasadena, CA and one day later fly out to Seattle, WA to spend time with Gina’s family.  We will be in Se-

attle until the 30th of August, where one day later we will finally leave for the Philippines!  God is good!  

Please pray for us, especially Keilah and Jaelyn to withstand this heavy schedule, not letting it affect their 

health.  Also for Gina and the baby as it will be difficult enough to handle these next two weeks, but to do it 

with two young children and a pregnancy will make it just that much harder.  We thank God in advance for 

your petitions on our behalf! 

 

As we wait on the Philippines, each and every day, God has provided us various means of validation for the 

decision we’ve made to answer the call for the Philippines.  We are humbled by those who have extended their 

hands of fellowship and opened their arms of compassion to us.  We are a young family, not knowing what is 

in store, but our hope is to simply obey God and follow Him.  As Christ told Peter in John 21:22.. “ You fol-

low me.”  We are just so thankful that we have an opportunity to serve God and remain faithful to Him.  We 

don’t want to be a family that simply talks about faith, but can say with complete humility that we have fully 

trusted in Him.  We’ve heard the call and listened to the Gospel.  It’s time for commitment.  James 1:22- “But 

be doers of the Word, and not hearers only…” 

 

We are so excited for what is to come.  And without the love of God being manifest in each and every one of 

you, we cannot, in good conscience and solid confidence, go forward with this new chapter in our lives.  It is 

because of your support, emotionally, physically, and financially, that we can go boldly forward with convic-

tion to serve God in a different country, on a different continent, away from all of our closest friends and fam-

ily, away from the only home that our daughters have ever known.  We are so thankful for you and what you 

mean to us.  We’ve written down the name of every person that’s ever supported our ministry in one way, 

shape or form, as not to forget the encouragement and inspiration you’ve brought to our family and to pray for 

you specifically.  Thank you.  A hundred times over thank you! 

 

The journey has just begun, but the battle rages on.  There are 

souls to save and families to love.  People need the Lord.  We just 

hope to be used by God to love others to Christ, the same way you 

have loved us to follow Him. 

 

Yours because of Christ,  

 

Justin, Gina, Keilah, and Jaelyn 

August 2010 

With our dear friends, Ptr. Jason and Annie Ricafranca 



Keilah’s Korner 
 

Keilah can be quite shy. When in a social environment, it takes her quite a while to warm up to 

other people.  But once another person finds something fun for her to take part in, she opens up 

immediately.  Case in point, the picture to your right was taken by Ptr. Jason Ricafranca during 

Jaelyn’s 1st birthday.  The entire Ricafranca family invited us over for dinner.  What you see there 

was Keilah’s romp through Grace Ricafranca’s room, discovering a bear-claw which she promptly 

put to good use.  Once Keilah opened herself up to this family, it took the entire clan along with her 

parents, to keep up with her energy, walking up and down the stairs, laughing and playing in the 

room while Keilah created her own make-shift bed. 

 

The same thing happened during our weekend at Mile High Pines Camp in Hemet, CA for Pilipino 

Christian Church’s youth camp.  It was difficult, but after spending time (against her will, mind 

you) with her Ate’s Liezl, Vicky, and Reianne and Kuya’s Robert, Christian, and Jan among the 

many others, it was hard to keep up with her.  (And being in the mountains with the thin air didn’t 

help when chasing her around.) 

 

She’s beginning to recognize faces and familiarize herself with who they are.  She remembers quite 

a bit of what is going on around her and it’s fascinating to hear her speak of something that Gina 

and I had forgotten about for quite a while.  Of course, this in turns helps to keep our integrity.  

Keilah never forgets a promise that we’ve made to her, whether it’s taking her to the park or buying 

her juice.  She’ll never forget and she’ll cash in on it as soon as she can. 

 

At times it’s difficult to handle such an energetic, innocent, curious, and attached 2 year old.  Her 

constant desire to be carried has put a heavy strained on our tired bodies.  (And the moment that 

Jaelyn vacates our arms, she immediately wants to occupy it.)  But when she shows affection to her 

family and those she loves, the difficulties that come with it are replaced by an overwhelming sense 

of gratitude to God for bringing her into this world, and even more so, by allowing us to be her 

parents. 

Jaelyn’s Journey 

 
First and foremost, our baby girl Jaelyn Audrey turned 1 on August 7! Happy, happy birthday 

pretty girl! I must say that as I write Jaelyn's update, I can't help but tear up because a year has al-

ready passed since Jaelyn's birth. Her birth into this world (along with Keilah's) will forever be 

etched in my memory. Motherhood truly is one of God's greatest blessing and I am overjoyed to be 

experiencing this role of parenting.  

 

So far, Jaelyn is slowly outgrowing being so attached to Justin and I. While staying at our Uncle 

Mark & Auntie Mabel's house as well as our Godparents, Greg & Sue, she has enjoyed being car-

ried by the men of the house. Her smile & charm is what makes the hearts melt of those she's sur-

rounded by.  

 

Jaelyn seems to be the one who is more musically inclined.  She loves to move her shoulders and 

hips to any beat (even when the music is turned off)! She isn't quite walking yet but still pulls her-

self up to stand. I know, like potty training you can't push the issue so in due time she will catch us 

by surprise us with mini steps! All these milestones just means that she is getting older everyday. I 

have to take each day one at a time as to cherish all these precious moments. 

 

Now that Jaelyn has graduated from breastmilk to whole milk, it made it easier for me to wean her 

off completely. I must admit that I miss the special mother & daughter bonding during each feed-

ing. Jaelyn continues to be the smiling and loving girl that she is. Her endless affection makes us 

forget all the stress of reality. I can't wait what this new month will bring as far as her personality 

and newly acquired skills. Thank you, Lord for these 2 special girls who have captured our hearts 

& make each day worth living. 

 


