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III 

 

FAITH AND CREATION 

Hebrews 11:3 

 
Through faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God, so that things which are seen 

were not made of things which do appear.  

 
                                        

            

 

Introduction 

 

 1. This verse when clearly and fully understood is the foundation of the theology that this world did not 

evolve, but was created by the eternal and omnipotent God. 

 2.  This verse also teaches that inorder to have a strong rational conviction of the divine origin of our 

universe, we must first be grounded in our faith in the Word of God.  Faith preceeds intellectual conviction.  This is 

the essence of the phrase in Greek -      pistei nooumen.  Translation: by faith we continue in 

understanding. For the verb    nooumenis in the present tense. And this verb means to perceive as used 

in Matt. 7:18; 8:17. 

 This order that faith preceeds intellectual conviction is a protection of our people against the damaging 

effect of evolution.  Let us take some examples of the destructive effect of evolution.  First in the area of morals. 

Because evolutionists believe that moral standards evolve down through the years, therefore what was mandatory 

yesterday is no longer necessary today. The Bible plainly teaches that virginity must be maintained before marriage. 

Today, there is abundant practice of pre-marital sex. 

 Then let us take an illustration from politics. The very passionate belief of Marxists and communists that 

economic utopia will only come through a series of revolution is an economic application of the concept of 

evolution. Take out the letter “r” from revolution and you have evolution! 

 Further, and this is more serious. This is now in the area of theology. Many non-conservative Protestant 

scholars teach that the theology given by the apostles is no longer relevant today. The Bible instead must be 

contextualized, meaning interpreted in the light of the contemporary socio-economic and political context.  

 And what is more serious is the application of process philosophy into theology. Process philosophy is 

based on the concept of evolution, that everything is changing and developing. So they say that even God is in the 

process of changing. Thus they say, the Biblical concept of God is obsolete. We must now develop according to 

process theologians a theology of God which is contemporary! 

 3. The very object of this understanding as produced by faith is the “worlds”.  The word “world” in our text 

is     aionas . More accurately, this should be translated ages. For the Greek word used for the earth and the 

planetary system is     kosmos. This is the word used by Paul in Romans 1:20. But in our text the word is 

    aionas.  So what does this mean? Ages here means a segment of history characterized by God’s unique 

dealing with his creation and creatures.  For instance, there is the age of Adam from his creation up to the flood. 

Then this is followed by the age of Noah up to the call of Abraham. Then we have the age of the earthly covenant 

kingdom of Israel. This is followed by the age of the church, from the day of Pentecost up to the rapture. Of course 

we have the age of the millennium. Then we will have the age of the new heaven and the new earth.  

Thus faith preceeds our rational conviction that God is at work in his creation and among his creatures.  

That there is a divine movement in history.  Unbelieving scholars have theorized about the movement of history.  

  a. Cyclical. This is the view advocated by Greek philosophers that history is a continuing repetition of 

the same events. History is a cycle of war and peace, poverty and prosperity, health and sickness, birth and death. These 

phenomena are repeated over and over again in the course of human existence.  

  b. Linear. This is the view which advocates that history is a series of events but without any purpose 

or climax. History is just a collection of events. And it ends somewhere sometime. 

  c. Telic. This view advocates that both personal and general eschatology have a telos, a purpose and a 

climax. This means that over and above the discordant, destructive and diverse phenomena occuring in the arena of 

history is an intelligent purpose. Further, that there is a Person who is allowing and directing events to move towards a 

consummation and glorious climax. Thus it is through faith that our minds are strengthened in that strong conviction 

that there is a divine movement and climax of history. 

 

 

I. “WORLDS” WERE FRAMED 
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 Part of our text states: “Through faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God…” 

 

A. The etymology of “frame” 

The Greek word used in our text which is translated “frame” is       katertisthai. This is 

perfect passive infinitive from the root     katartidso. This word is used 13 times in the New Testament. 

It is translated “mending” in Matthew 4:21; “fitted” in Romans 9:22; “restore” in Galatians 6:1 and “perfecting”(as a 

noun) in Ephesians 4:12.  

 

B. The meaning.  

1. The word therefore means to arrange and fashion an instrument, and restore it to its original design so 

that it will function effectively.   

2. Now in reference to the ages, or to the segment of time in God’s dealing with his creation and creature, 

to frame means to fashion the ages so that it will function for the best of God’s creatures and for the best of his 

children.  

 

C. The theological significance 

 The theological significance can be derived from the parsing of the verbal form 

      katertisthai.  This is in the perfect tense, passive voice and infinitive mood.  

 1. Perfect tense. The Greek perfect tense refers to permanence. This means that the framing of the ages are 

already permanently set. From man’s vantage point, it is still developing, but from the divine vantage point, it is 

already fixed. Just like the concept of prophetic perfect in Hebrew.  Even if the fulfillment of a certain prediction is 

still in the most distant future, yet the verb used by the prophets is in the perfect tense. This means that the prophecy 

is good as done. Thus from the vantage point of eternity, the ages already have been permanently framed. Nothing 

happens by chance. There is nothing as luck. And this is just as true in our individual lives. Everything that happens 

to me has been determined by God. But this does not mean we are absolved from responsibility and accountability.  

 2. Passive voice. The framing of the ages is done by Someone who is transcendent of the ages. The ages did 

not by its own power frame itself. For in the passive voice, the subject is the receiver of the action, rather than the 

doer of it. So again, this negates the theory of evolution. For the evolutionary theory believes that inherent in that 

single cell is that capacity to develop by itself. There was no outside power which caused the upward development 

of the single cell. It just developed by itself. But because this is in the passive voice, therefore the framing of the 

ages were done by an outside power and that is none other than God. Thus our belief of the ages as creation, not by 

evolution.  

 3. Inifnitive mood.  The infinitive mood speaks of purpose. For instance in Matthew 2:2 the wise said that 

“..we have come to worship him”.  To worship is in the infinitve mood. This speaks of purpose. So the infinitive 

mood of the verb       katertisthai means that there is purpose in creation. And every movement of the 

ages has been designed by God and there is a beneficient purpose for the rest of the redeemed people of God.  

 This again is contrary to the theory of evolution that there is no climax in the development of our world. 

The concept of the survival of the fittest and that the development came by adaptation is contrary to the theology of 

the presence of the divine purpose in every movement in history. 

 What is of course sad is that there are so-called evangelical scientists and theologians who are trying to 

accommodate evolution into the theology of divine creation. One of them was the late Baptist theologian A. H. 

Strong. The following is the view of Dr. Strong: 

 

While we concede that man has a brute ancestry, we make two claims by way of qualification and 

explanation: first, that the laws of organic development which have been followed in man’s origin are only 

methods of God and proofs of his creatorship; secondly, that man, when he appears upon the scene, is no 

longer brute, but a self -conscious and self-determining being, made in the image of his Creator, and 

capable of free moral decision between good and evil...We assert on the contrary, that though man came 

through the brute, he did not come from the brute. He came from God, whose immanent life he reveals, 

whose image he reflects in a finished moral personality. 
1
 

 

 For Dr. Strong to teach that man came through the animal creation is a clear accommodation to evolution. 

His view is called “theistic evolution”.  As conservative evangelicals, we reject this view. 

 

D. The agency-the word 

 1. The meaning of “word”.  The Greek word translated “ word” is     rhema.  The means or agency 

which God used to frame the ages is the    rhema.  There is another word in Greek which is also translated in 

                                                 
1
  A. H. Strong, Systematic Theology, (Old Tappan: Revell, 1907), 472. 
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English “word”.  The Greek word is     logos.  What is the difference between these two Greek words?  Some 

say that rhema refers to that which is spoken while logos refers to that which is written.  

But this distinction is not always true. Let us take a look at just two passages of Scripture. 

 First, Acts 10:36,37.  

 
Ac 10:36 The word which [God] sent unto the children of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ: (he is 

Lord of all:) Ac 10:37 That word, [I say], ye know, which was published throughout all Judaea, and began 

from Galilee, after the baptism which John preached;  

 

 The word “word” is used twice in the above passage. It is first used in v. 36 and then used also in v. 37.  

From the Greek the word “word” in v. 36 is    logos.  But the Greek word used in v. 37 is     rhema.   

And what is significant here is that in v. 37 there is a participle      to genomenon which describes 

the     rhema. Thus the logos became a rhema.  

 Second, I Peter 1:23-25 

 
1Pe 1:23 Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth 

and abideth for ever. 1Pe 1:24 For all flesh [is] as grass, and all the glory of man as the flower of grass. The 

grass withereth, and the flower thereof falleth away: 1Pe 1:25 But the word of the Lord endureth for ever. 

And this is the word which by the gospel is preached unto you.  

 

 In this passage, Peter is discussing the instrument which God uses to bring about the born again experience. 

In v. 23 this is the “living and abiding word of God”. The Greek word translated “word” in this verse is 

   logos.   

In v. 25 the first part of the verse is a quotation of Isaiah 40:8.  In this Isaiah passage, the Hebrew translated 

word is dabar.  This is used to described the laws written by Moses (Deut. 4:2).  This word of God is forever 

established in heaven (Psalms 119:89).  But what is significant here is that the Greek word for dabar is 

   rhema. This is used twice in v. 25.  

 2. The implication. So what is the implication here? 

 First, the distinction emphasized by the Pentecostals and charismatics that the rhema is that which is 

spoken and the dabar is that which is written is not supported by the above quotations.  The two words are many 

times interchangeable.   

 Second, the claim of charismatics that knowledge based on the logos kills, but the rhema which comes 

from the Holy Spirit spoken by people of God today gives life,  is incorrect. Because in Hebrews 4:12 the word 

which is quick and powerful and sharper than any two-edged sword is    logos. 

 Third, both the logos and the rhema came from God through the prophets and apostles. Therefore no one 

today is authorized by God to write inspired logos and to utter inspired rhema. The task of the post-apostolic 

preachers and teachers is to teach what has been written,  logos  and rhema. 

 Fourth, in the light of the context of Hebrews 11:3, we therefore assert that the ages were framed by the 

spoken word of God which is rhema. God only had to speak and the heavens and the earth came into existence. This 

is eloquently declared in Genesis 1. The expression “And God said, let there be…and there was…” recurs in vs. 

3,6,9,11, 14,20,24.  This is also underscored by Psalms 33:6:  

 
By the word of the LORD were the heavens made; and all the host of them by the breath of his mouth  

 

 Please observe that the word “word” is a translation of the Hebrew dabar.  And it is synonymous 

with the word “breath” or spirit which is a translation of the Hebrew ruach . Again, there is an interchange of 

the meaning of logos  and rhema. But this power of the spoken word to frame the ages can only be spoken by God. 

No human being has this power.  Further, what God has framed, he also by the same rhema,  upholds. This is so 

stated in Hebrews 1:3 – the Lord “…upholding all things by the word of his power”.   

 If the Lord has such power to frame the ages, then he has to power to frame my life and my future.  And he 

also has the power to uphold you and me. 

 

II. “WORLDS” CAME FROM THE UNSEEN 

 
“…so that things which are seen were not made of things which do appear.” 

“…                         





 13 

  This part of Hebrews 11:3 has been considered by a number of scholars as the Biblical declaration that the 

world came out of nothing. The famous Latin term is ex nihilo meaning, out of nothing. Inorder to understand better 

the significance of this part of the text, we need to have a thorough grammatical analysis of the Greek text. Then we 

will state the theological and practical implications of such analysis. 

 

A. Grammatical analysis 

 1. The word order in the Greek is thus: “into not out of those appearing those seen became”.  The English 

has to change the order to make sense. So our English translations is: “ so that those seen  became not out of those 

appearing”.  

 2. There are three Greek words which need closer examination: 

  a.      phainomenon .  This is a genitive plural present participle of the root 

   phaino.  This word basically means to manifest, to shine as used in II Peter 1:19. This is the basis of the 

English word phenomenon which means any fact or experience which can be verified by the senses and thus can be 

scientifically evaluated. Being in the genitive case and with the negative particle   me , this means that the world 

did not come out of materials which can be scientifically proved and evaluated.  

  b.     blepomenon .  This is a present passive singular participle from the root verb 

   blepo. This word means that which is observable by the eyes. Through our eyes we behold the seas, the 

mountains, the moon, sun and stars.  This means that which our eyes can see did not come out of those which can 

scientifically be proved and verified.  

  c.     gegonevai .  This is an infinitive in the perfect tense and in the active voice from 

the root   ginomai.  The use of a perfect infinitive is rare. Hence the significance of the verbal  form here.  

This means that what is seen with our eyes is there permanently. Thus the permanence of the creation of the world.  

And because this is in the infinitive, this means that there is a purpose of what has been permanently brought into 

existence.  Again, this negates the theory of evolution that there is no definitive purpose in the creation of the 

universe and the existence of man. 

 

B. The implication 

1. Theological. This verse asserts that the origin of the world, the universe and the ages, cannot be 

scientifically proven. The reason is that there was nothing to examine as far as the origin of the world. For the world 

was created out of nothing. And science can only deal with that which is seen. There is nothing wrong with true 

science because true science is the evaluation of what has been created. It deals with those which can be 

apprehended by the senses. But as far as the origin of the world, no sense can apprehend it because there was 

nothing to examine. Here is a very good statement which supports my conclusion based on exegesis: 

 

Had the visible world been formed out of materials which were subject to human observation, there would 

have been no room for faith. Science could have traced it to its origin…There is still an unseen force that 

does not submit itself to experimental science, and that is the object of faith.
2
 

 

 So when Darwin postulated that man evolve out of  an existing single cell which later on developed to be a 

monkey and eventually became man, he based his investigation of man’s origin on that which already was created. 

Thus he was wrong in his conclusion.  

 The origin of the universe can only be attributed to the omnipotence of God through the word. The world 

came into existence out of nothing.  This is the solemn declaration of the apostle John in John 1:3. “All things were 

made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was made”. The Logos, made things out of nothing.  

This truth is contrary to the belief of the Greek philosophers that  nothing comes into being out of that which has no 

existence.
3
 To them the present universe came out of a disordered, formless matter. Thus they believe in the eternity 

of matter.  On the contrary, we believe that only God is eternal and He is the Cause of everything which our eyes 

can behold today. 

 2. Practical.  

 First, for many of us, we are forced to begin with a zero balance. There is nothing in our checking account. 

But with God, he can bring something out of nothing.  But the key is that we put our trust in Him who created the 

world out of nothing. God is able and God is omnipotent.  

 Second, we think that our lives have been reduced to nothing. We think that everything is in disarray.  We 

do not see a meaningful purpose for our existence. We feel that there is nothing to live for. And we are made to 

think that we are nothing. Again, God can bring something out of nothing. And the words of the angel Gabriel to 

                                                 
2
 W. Robertson Nicoll, “ Hebrews” The Expositors Greek New Testament, IV,  (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, n.d.), 

23 
3
 Philo in his book  The Eternity of the World 5, quoting from Empedocles and Euripedes.  
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Mary is still relevant today:  “For with God nothing shall be impossible” (Luke 1:37). But the key here is God’s 

word (rhema), not us-                        hoti ouk adunatesie para tou 

theou pan rhema. The more accurate translation is: “For nothing is impossible from every word of God”.  Thus 

when we are nourished in the Word of God, God can bring something beautiful out of nothing.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  


