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II 

 

THE LEGACY OF FAITH 

Hebrews 11.2 

For by it the elders obtained a good report. (KJV) 

For by it the men of old received divine approval. (RSV) 

This is what the ancients were commended for. (NIV) 

 

 

Introduction 

 

1. There is a very important responsibility of parents enunciated in the Bible. This is stated by Paul in II 

Corinthians 12:14. “…For the children ought not to lay up for the parents, but the parents for the children”.  The 

Greek word translated “lay up” is thesaurizo .  This word means to store treasure for the succeeding 

generation.  Being in the infinitive thesaurizein, the emphasis is that the parents should make it 

their driving passion to gather treasures for their children as their legacy.  

 2. This kind of treasure could be for their earthly existence such as a house, business, career or profession. 

There is nothing carnal about such a desire. This is commendable. 

 3. But parents should not only seek to leave material, economic or social legacy. While this is justifiable, 

yet these areas are only for this earth. There should be a legacy which transcends our earthly existence. This means 

those which are of eternal values.  This is what the Lord said in Matthew 6:19,20: 
Mt 6:19 Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where 

thieves break through and steal: Mt 6:20 But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth 

nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal:  

 

 4. From our text in Hebrews 11:2, we learn that this is the legacy of faith. The leaders of ancient Israel left 

behind them a treasure which was not just earthy, but heavenly.  

 

I. THE DESIGNATION OF THE INSTRUMENTS OF LEGACY 

 
 Our text states that the instruments of this legacy were the elders. Who were they? 

 

A. The etymology 

 1. The Hebrew word translated “elder” is zaqen . As stated in Deuteronomy 5:23, these were the 

leaders of the nation of Israel. Thus these were men of influence. Their decisions and examples affect thousands of 

people.  

 2. The Greek word used in our text is presbuteroi. Again, as used in Acts 15:6, these were 

leaders associated with the apostles. Thus they were men of high responsibility and wide influence.  And these were 

men, not women. 

  

B. The meaning 

 1. So we are talking here about leaders. And when we speak about the home, it is the father who is the 

leader. He is the “elder” in his house.  

 2. This is the reason why Abraham was called the “friend of God”.  See James 2:23. He exercised spiritual 

leadership in his house. Listen to these words from Genesis 18:19: 
For I know him, that he will command his children and his household after him, and they shall keep the 

way of the LORD, to do justice and judgment; that the LORD may bring upon Abraham that which he hath 

spoken of him. 

 

II.  THE DESIGNATION OF THE LEGACY 

 

 There are three translations which are cited as possible designation of this legacy. From the KJV it is 

translated “good report”. The RSV translates it “divine approval”.  “Commended for” is the NIV translation. Which 

is the correct translation? 

 

A. The Greek word 

 1. The key Greek word here is emarturesan . This is in the aorist tense and passive 

voice.  
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2. The root word is martureo.  This verb is used extensively in the NT.  Basically this word 

means to witness. But because the verbal form in our text is aorist and in the passive voice, this means that they 

were made witnesses.  

 

B. The designation 

 1. It is faith that made them witnesses to the power of God.  

 2. Because of faith, they left behind a legacy of divine power. This is the reason why Abraham is called the 

“father of faith”.  See Galatians 3:6,7.  

Conclusion 

 1. What kind of legacy are you as the father leaving behind for your children? 

 2. The greatest legacy is faith in the eternal living God because this is eternal legacy. 
  

  


