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I 

 

THE IMPORTANCE OF FAITH 

Hebrews 11.1 

 

 Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen. 

 



 

Introduction 

 

 1.  To many people in the world, the Christian faith is empty and hollow. Their reason is that faith deals 

with the intangible, the unseen. Many people think that Christians are “too heavenly minded that they are no earthly 

good”.  

 2. But based on the experience of the “heroes” of faith as listed in the 11
th

 chapter of Hebrews, faith is the 

power which brings into reality the seemingly intangible, which conquers the seemingly insurmountable odds.  

 3. Hebrews 11:1 teaches us that faith is confidence and faith is conviction. 

 

I. FAITH IS CONFIDENCE 

 

A. The meaning of “substance” 

 1. The vocabulary. The Greek word translated “substance” in the KJV  is hupostasis.  This 

word is used 5 times in the New Testament. It is translated “confidence” in II Cor. 9:4; 11:17 and Hebrews 3:14. It is 

translated “person” in Hebrews 1:3.  

 2. So what is the meaning of hupostasis? Some say, based on extra-Biblical sources, that this 

word means title-deed. The title to a  real property or land is a just a piece of paper. This is legal proof of ownership. 

But we all know that when we buy a land, we just don’t base our purchase on the title. We want the land surveyed. 

In other words, we have to see the land.  In the light of the context in Hebrews 11, faith is the “substance” of things 

hoped for, things which we cannot yet see, although we may see them in the future. So the meaning of “title-deed” is 

not accurate. 

 The KJV translation as “substance” is questionable, though not heretical. For substance means the essence 

or component of reality which is still future. For if it is still future, then there is no present substance.  

 The NIV translates this word as “being sure”.  The RSV translates it as “assurance’.  

Based on II Cor. 9:4’ 11:17 and Hebrews 3:14, the meaning closest to the usage of the word is 

“confidence”.  Thus it is the exercise of faith which gives me confidence that the realities of the future will one day 

be embraced and experienced by me.  And the more I exercise this faith as enabled by the Holy Spirit based on his 

word, my confidence will grow. The doubts which dominated my mind at the beginning of my Christian life will 

slowly vanish away as I exercise this faith in the promises of God. 

 But the practical question is, how do I exercise this faith in God so that what I hope for will become 

realities in my life? 

 First, you and I should know the will of God for our needs.  These needs could be personal or for the work 

of the Lord.  

 Second, once we are sure that this is the will of God for us, then we in prayer just tell the Lord that we 

believe in the answers to our needs.  The answer may be immediate or distant, but the exercise of faith in prayer is 

important.  

 

B.  The object of confidence 

The object of this confidence are things hoped for.  The Greek word is  elpizomenon. This 

is a present passive genitive participle of elpizo.  

 1. The meaning.  The participle elpizomenon  means expectation that will be surely 

realized. This is not an illusion. This is not just a dream.  This is an expectation which is guaranteed of its 

fulfillment. While these expectations are in the realm of the future, yet the outcome is certain.  

 2. The arena of fulfillment. Some of these expectations will be fulfilled within our lifetime here on earth. 

This is illustrated in the lives of the heroes of faith in Hebrews 11.  However, most of them will be fulfilled beyond 

this life. Regardless of when the fulfillment will occur, they are certain to become reality. 

 3.  The strongest reason why these things hoped for will be fulfilled is because they are promised by God as 

revealed in His word. Thus the confidence of faith is based on the theology of the existence of an eternal God who 

will bring into fruition whatever He has promised. And this is a privilege of not just a select few but all of God’s 
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people whether they are pastors, teachers or any other member of the body of Christ. The exercise of faith in the 

mercy, goodness and omnipotence of God is for every believer. 

 

II. FAITH IS CONVICTION 

 

A. The meaning of evidence 

 1. The Greek word translated in the KJV “evidence” is   elenchos . This  noun form is used only 

twice in the entire New Testament. This is the word translated “reproof” in II Timothy 3:16. The adjective  

elenxis used only in II Peter 2:16 is translated “rebuked”.  The verb  elencho used 17 times in the New 

Testament is translated “reprove” as in John 3:20; rebuke as in I Timothy 5:20.  But it is also translated “convince” 

in John 8:46; I Corinthians 14:24; Titus 1:9 and James 2:9. Therefore it is safe to translate   elenchos as 

conviction.  

 2. This word does not mean to be declared guilty, but instead it means to be convinced based on the 

exercise of one’s rational faculty, one’s reason. Some theologians teach that one must exercise a “leap of faith” 

inorder to experience meaning in life. To them faith is contrary to reason. The leap must be in the dark. But our text 

states that faith is conviction based on reason. This means that in the life of faith, reason should not be ignored. 

Instead reason is the basis of one’s strong conviction. But this reason is based on the utter dependability and the 

truth of the Word of God. Thus the man of faith must first be convinced of the divine inspiration of the Holy 

Scriptures.  If he does not believe in the divine trustworthiness of the Bible, then he is not truly a man of faith. He is 

just a man of illusion, of unfounded imaginations, of unrealistic dreams.  

 

B. The object of conviction 

 The man of faith is convinced of “things not seen”. The Greek phrase is 

pragmaton … blepomenon.  

 1.  The Greek word  pragmaton translated things is used 11 times in the New Testament. It 

is translated “matter” in I Cor. 6:1; II Cor. 7:11; I Thess. 4:6.  It is translated “business” in Romans 16:2. The root 

noun is  pragma from which we derive the English word “pragmatic”.  

 As one studies the context in which this word is used, it does not just refer to items or issues which are 

insignificant. Instead, this word means facts or acts which are of extreme significance as used in Luke 1:1 when the 

writer stated that he is declaring inspired  .  Thus the whole Gospel of Luke and the rest of inspired 

writings are So what are these facts or acts which are of extreme significance in which we are convinced 

of their realities? 

2. Things not seen.  This means that faith is the conviction of the reality of things not seen with human 

natural eyes. On the basis of our faith in the reliability of the Holy Scriptures, we are convinced that there is an 

eternal God eventhough we now do not see Him. We are convinced that there is heaven.  

And on the basis of faith, we are also convinced that our dreams and desires for our family will soon be 

realized. That our vision for the future of the ministry will one day become fact even while still in this life.  

Many times, on the basis of faith, the Lord brings into reality acts and facts which transcend what we have 

as asked or thought about. This is what Paul wrote about in Ephesians 3:20:  

 

Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the 

power that worketh in us.  

 

Conclusion 

 

 1.  What is the relation between faith as confidence and faith as conviction? Faith as confidence deals more 

with emotion while faith as conviction deals more with the rational mind. 

 2. Therefore the person of faith is one who is stable emotionally despite the distance of the realization of 

what he believes in. The person of faith is also one who is strongly convinced of the reality of acts and facts even if 

he does not see them now.  Again the apostle Paul wrote this very solemn words: “For we walk by faith and not by 

sight”- II Corinthians 5:7.  

 3. Thus faith is not just a religious ornament in our lives. It is of extreme importance for a meaningful life 

and a blessed eternity.  For while we do not see heaven right now, yet by faith in God’s word, we will be in heaven 

one day because God says so. And heaven will be the eternal dwelling place of all those who simply believe in their 

hearts that Christ died for their sins and that He rose again from the dead to give them hope beyond this life. 


