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CHAPTER I 

 

INTRODUCTION TO HEBREWS CHAPTER 11 

 

Introduction 

 

 1. Hebrews chapter 11 is the only chapter in the whole Bible which contains a litany of so-called “heroes of 

faith”.  Many of them were ordinary people, but through faith they accomplished extra-ordinary results.  The key to this 

extra-ordinary accomplishments is faith. The word faith is mentioned 23 times in Hebrews chapter 11.  

 2. The dynamic of faith demonstrated in the lives of these people of the past is badly needed  today. This is 

especially true in the community of God’s people. Because of our naturalistic bent on living according to what we see, 

then our lives and ministries are mediocre,  and we are missing the blessings of God upon our lives, upon our homes and 

upon our church. It is therefore my prayer that through these messages on the dynamics of faith that we will see 

marvelous blessings upon our lives. 

 3. The apostle Paul wrote about the principle of faith in II Corinthians 5:7: “For we walk by faith, not by sight”.  

The principle of the world is “look where you are going”.  This is indeed very practical and wise.  This is needed in our 

world.  But in matters of eternity and our eternal destiny, we walk by faith, not by sight. For if we only believe what we 

see, then we miss much of what the future holds. For even in the natural realm, much of what we enjoy today were 

grasped by “natural faith” by those scientists and inventors. They ventured into experiments which many people 

considered foolish. Electricity, telephone, radio and TV were considered “unrealistic” by unbelievers in the past, but 

investors dared in natural faith to appropriate the built in capacities of our universe. Many of us Christians have not 

appropriated the heavenly blessings even for our earthly sojourn because we have not dared to appropriate the “divine 

faith” which could bring the power of eternity into our time.  

And millions of people will miss heaven because they could not walk by faith, they could not believe unless 

they could see.  

 Let us therefore anticipate with excitement our studies of Hebrews 11.  But first, let us have a sweep of the 

dimensions of faith from Genesis to Revelation.  

 

A. Vocabulary and Meaning 

         1. Old Testament 

  There is one basic word for faith in the Old Testament. It comes from the root word  aman. Most of its 

usage is in the area of the continuing dependence of the covenant people of God. See for example Isaiah 7:9.  

 The various noun forms of the word are translated as "amen" (Psalm 72:19); "faithfulness"(omen, Isaiah 25:1); 

"pillar"(omnoth, II Kings 18:16). However, there are two passages in the Old Testament which are both quoted in the 

New Testament to indicate saving faith  

                 a. Genesis 15:6. This is quoted in Romans 4:3; Gal. 3:6. 

 

  And he believed in the LORD; and he counted it to him for righteousness. 

 

  

 

        The Hebrew verb is hemen which is in the hiphil stem, perfect tense. The perfect tense in Hebrew 

means completed action. The hiphil stem is causative in action. Abraham caused himself to believe in God. That was a 

complete faith (perfect tense).  

 In the New Testament, the word used is  pisteuo and the tense of the verb is aorist. This means a 

completed action also.  By the way, Romans 4:3 and Gal. 3:6 are almost exact quotations from the LXX.  

 

 Romans4.3                                   

                

          

 LXX                                   

 

      One of the questions which may be rightly raised is: was this the point when Abraham was saved? Definitely 

not. For Hebrews 11:8 states that Abraham already had faith when he left the Ur of the Chaldees inorder to go into 

Canaan.  

 From the context in Genesis 15 we learn that the issue here was not salvation. It was the promise of an heir to 

Abraham. And when the Lord told him that the heir will come from his loins, not just adopted, Abraham believed God. 
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And because of that faith, God reckoned that faith to Abraham for righteousness. Simply, this means God sealed the 

fulfillment of that promise. Abraham's part was just to believe and the promise is good as done! 

 Thus the principle which the apostle Paul emphasized in his quotation of this passage is that the fulfillment of 

God's promise of justification is as good as done and all the other blessings attendant and consequent to it simply on the 

basis of faith. 

     b. Habakkuk 2:4.  

 

  Behold, his soul [which] is lifted up is not upright in him: but the just shall live by his faith. 

 

  



 This is quoted by Paul in Romans 1:17 and Galatians 3:11. However, there is a slight difference. In Habakkuk, 

there is the possessive pronoun beemunatho "his". The LXX also is different because the 

pronoun used is "my"  .  

 LXX:                                   

        

    

 Paul omits the pronoun.  Here is Paul’s quotation: 

 

                               

                                 

 

 Why if we may ask? 

 In Habakkuk, the context refers to the answer of God to the question of the prophet. Why would God use a 

heathen nation to punish the covenant nation of Israel? God answered the prophet with these words: "The just shall live 

by his faith". This means that he who is just shall live by faith in the one who justified him. He may not understand the 

ways of God, but as a just person he has to exercise faith that God always do what is right. This is how he can live in a 

world full of seeming contradictions and seeming inconsistencies. He needs to trust God fully. And this is what the 

prophet did as he concludes his book with the words in 3:17-19. 

 Again this passage does not deal directly with saving faith. It deals with the life of faith of a just person. He 

already has been justified, but he must continue to walk or live by faith and not by sight.  

 But the quotation of this passage by the apostle Paul deals directly with saving faith. Did Paul make a mistake? 

Did he misinterpret the passage? No. For in the New Testament quotations, the apostle emphasized the principle of 

complete trust in God. In the Old Testament complete trust was imperative to live a life in a world full of perplexities. 

One need not understand everything inorder to continue living in the world. However in the New Testament, the same 

principle is imperative. One must trust God completely for his salvation even if he does not understand fully the total 

program of God for the whole human race and for the eternal destiny of man.  

 Further, the omission of the possessive pronoun in the New Testament quotation is crucial in relation to saving 

faith. For it is not our faith but God's faith that is imperative inorder for us to experience spiritual resurrection and inorder 

to be saved.  

 Having studied briefly the meaning of faith and belief in the Old Testament we can rightly observe the 

following. Personal saving faith is not very explicit. It is more related to living a life as a member of the covenant people 

of God. But the principle of total trust and not of works is there. And this is the principle that is applied and amplified in 

the New Testament. 

 2. New Testament 

                 a. In the New Testament, the basic word for faith is the verb pisteuo  translated believe. 

The noun is pistis  translated faith. Both words occur 240 times. The adjective pistos  is used 67 times 

which is translated "faithful".  

 The noun pistis is never used by John. John only uses the adjective once (John 20:27). But he uses the verb and 

its various forms extensively, using it 98 times. Leon Morris ("Faith, New Bible Dictionary, 1974, p. 412) injects the 

interpetation that John did not like to use the noun pistis because this was the word used fondly by the gnostics. Or it 

may be that John like the more dynamic concept of faith through its verbal use. I believe there is merit to this because 

John prefers the participle which reflects the dynamic function of the Hebrew participle. 

 On the otherhand, the apostle Paul uses the noun pistis more extensively mentioning it around 175 times. He 

uses the noun as a principle in contrast to John's emphasis as a dynamic power. And he uses the verb pisteuo only a little 

more than 50 times.  
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   b. Saving faith in the New Testament means unalloyed confidence in God for our salvation from 

eternal condemnation and of the reception of eternal life without any mixture of a single human merit. Again Leon 

Morris writes: 

 

Faith is the attitude whereby man abandons all reliance in his own efforts to obtain salvation, be they deeds of 

piety, of ethical goodness, or anything else- ibid, p. 411. 

 

 This is also seconded by J. I. Packer when he writes: 

 

...that faith is...fiducia, personal trust and  confidence in God's mercy through Christ;  that it is not a meritorious 

work, one facet of human righteousnes but rather an appropriating instrument, an empty hand outstretched to 

receive the free gift of God's righteousness in Christ... - "Faith", Baker's Dictionary of Theology, 1960, p. 210 

              

B. The Nature of Saving Faith 
 1. It is complete 

This is based on the use of the aorist tense.  

The mission of John the Baptist was that all may believe in the Logos(John 1:7). Believe here is in the aorist 

tense. The same tense is used in speaking about the conversion of the Samaritans(John 4:41). 

But it is the apostle Paul who used the aorist tense more definitively when speaking about saving faith. In Acts 

16:31 he told the Philippian jailor to believe in Jesus Christ inorder to be saved. Then in Romans 10:9 he wrote that if a 

person confesses with his mouth and believes in his heart that Jesus rose from the dead, he shall be saved. He also wrote 

in Ephesians 1:13 that after hearing the word of the Gospel and having believed, the believers were sealed with the Holy 

Spirit. Again, the tenses of the verb believe in the above quotations are in the aorist tense. 

 2. It is permanent 

The permanence of saving is underscored by the use of the perfect tense. 

In John's Gospel, he uses the perfect tense for the verb believe 6 times (3:18; 6:69; 8:31; 11:27; 16:27; 20:29).   

 In John 3:18 the Lord said that there are people who already are under condemnation because they have not 

believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.  

 After a number of those who followed the Lord turned back, the Lord asked the disciples if they also will go 

away. Peter answered with these words: "Lord to whom shall we go. Thou hast the words of eternal life. And we believe 

and are sure that thou art that Christ, the Son of the living God"(John 6:68-69). On the basis of the permanence of their 

faith in Christ, they cannot turn back. They will follow the Lord all the way.   

 When asked by the Lord whether she believes in the resurrection, Martha answered: "I believe that thou art the 

Son of God who should come into the world"(John 11:69).  

 In John 20:29 Thomas believed (perfect tense) because he was confronted with the living Saviour. But the Lord 

also said that those who have not seen him and yet have believed (perfect participle) are more blessed. 

Luke . We trace the use of the perfect tense in relation to saving faith from the Book of Acts. Luke uses the 

perfect tense 7 times (Acts 14:23; 15:5; 16:34; 18:27; 19:18; 21:20,25).  

 During their first missionary journey, the apostle Paul ordained elders in every city were they established 

churches and commended them to the Lord whom they have believed (Acts 14:23). 

      After Paul witnessed to the Philippian jailor and his house, the whole household rejoiced believing in the Lord 

(Acts 16:34). Apollos through his exhortation strengthened the faith of those who have believed(Acts 18:27). There were 

many in Ephesus who believed and forsook witchcraft and other forms of demonic activities (Acts 19:18).  

Paul. Throughout his epistles including Hebrews, the apostle Paul used the perfect tense of the verb believe 

only 4 times (I Cor. 9:17; Gal. 2:7; II Tim. 1:12; Titus 3:8).  

 However in one passage Paul declares the certainty of his salvation in II Tim 1:12 when he declared: "...For I 

know whom I have believed and I am persuaded that he is able to keep that which I have committed unto him against 

that day". The Greek text reads: 

 
                                          

                                  

 

Both the verbs believe     pepisteuka and persuaded      pepeismai are in the perfect 

tense and to keep    phulaxaiis an aorist infinitive. 

 3. It is dynamic and continuing 

         This characteristic of saving faith is based on the use of the present tense and present participle of the verb believe. 

This is the most extensive use of the verb believe in the writings of John, Luke and Paul. John uses it 54 times in the 

Gospel and 7 times in I John. Luke uses it 15 times in Acts and 6 times in the Gospel. Paul uses it 25 times in his epistles 

including Hebrews. Here are gleanings from each of their citations. 
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John.  John's favourite usage is the present participle. We find this in John 1:12 when those who receive the 

Logos and who are born of God are continuing believers. The same is also true in John 3:16. The same is true in John 

5:24.In John 9:38 the blind who was healed exclaimed, "Lord I believe". Here the verb is in the present indicative active. 

Luke. Just one example from Acts 13:39. Here Luke writes about the sermon of Paul wherein the apostle 

declared that those who continue to believe are justified. 

Paul. In Romans 1:16 the apostle declared that the Gospel is the power of God unto salvation to every one who 

believes. The verb believe is a present participle.  

 Quoting Isaiah 28:16, Paul again uses the present participle when he stated that whosoever believes in him shall 

not be ashamed(Romans 9:33).  

 In Galatians 3:22 Paul again assures those who believe that they will receive the promise of righteousness. 

 As we studied the various tenses of the word believe in the New Testament, we are made aware of the 

comprehensive nature of saving faith. It is not a momentary faith which changes according to theological fads of the day. 

It is permanent, complete and yet continuing. Once that saving faith is implanted in the personality of the believing 

sinner, its dynmaic power continues to operate in the life of the believer. 

 This means that anyone who has truly received that saving faith and has exercised it towards the Gospel will 

not only be saved permanently but will be a continuing believer not only during his pilgrimage here on earth but 

throughout eternity. 

 

C. The Source of Saving Faith 
 Saving faith is not natural faith. Every human being is endowed with natural faith by virtue of his being made 

in the image of God. Natural faith is imperative in human relations and in society in general. But when speaking about 

saving faith, Paul wrote in II Thessalonians 3:2 that not all men have faith. There is an article here before the word  pistis 

(faith). This means that not everyone has this saving faith. And the context bears this out. 

 There are three passages in the Scripture which tell us that saving faith does not come from man, but from God.  

 1. Acts 18:27 

 

And when he was disposed to pass into Achaia, the brethren wrote, exhorting the disciples to receive him: who, 

when he was come, helped them much which had believed through grace: 

 
                                    

                                  

                        

 

             Here Luke wrote about those who were helped through the ministry of Apollos, those who have believed through 

grace          dia tes charitos The presence of the article here before the word grace could refer not just 

to any ordinary grace, but divine grace. And the preposition dia speaks of agency and instrumentality. Therefore to 

believe is imparted through the grace of God. 

 2. Ephesians 2:8 or by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: [it is] the gift of God: 

  
                                            

 

           There had been differences of exegetical interpretation on the issue of the gift of God. Is it salvation or is it 

faith? Buswell believes that gift of God does not refer specifically to grace, neither to faith for both are feminine in 

gender while the article, this, touto, is neuter. He thinks this refers to the whole package of salvation(Systematic 

Theology, II, p. 182).  

 Some say that salvation is the gift referred to. However the participle "having been saved" is in the masculine 

gender. So strictly gift here does not refer to salvation. By proximity it could only refer to faith as the gift of God.  

 Therefore on the basis of the context, the faith to believe or saving faith is God's gift to a sinner. How is this 

faith given or imparted? 

3. Romans 10:17 So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God. 

 
                                    

 

           It is very obvious that the context of this verse is about salvation and the preaching of the Gospel. And saving 

faith comes from hearing. There are two exegetical issues which must be dealt with in this passage. 

 First, the word translated "word" is rhematos. It is not logos. If it were logos, then we can say that this refers 

not just to any teaching from God's written word. But this refers to the Gospel. This is emphasized by Paul in I Cor. 1:18. 

The accurate translation should be "word" rather than preaching. And it is the Word of the Cross which is the power of 

God. However we also read in I Peter 1:25 that the word of the Gospel which has been preached to them and through 
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which they were born again is the rhema. Therefore whether it is logos or rhema, it refers to the same instrumentality 

through which saving faith is imparted. 

 Second, in the Textus Receptus, it is the "word of God". In the Nestle-Aland, it is "the word of Christ". 

Throughout the New Testament, the message, “the Word of God” is more widely used than the “word of Christ”. So the 

rendering in the King James Version is more authentic. 

 This means therefore that the instrument used to impart saving faith in the sinner is the word of the Gospel of 

Jesus Christ. Thus it is imperative that the Gospel be preached and declared so that the Holy Spirit could implant that 

saving faith in the heart and mind of the listening unbeliever. Any other teaching will never generate saving faith. For 

saving faith is a gift of God through grace through the instrumentality of the preaching of the Gospel. This is the reason 

why Paul strongly condemned those who preach another gospel(see Galatians 1:6-9).  
  

 

 


